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A Letter from Pope Innocent the XII. to the Fmperour, where- 
in He Indeavours to perſwade Him to a Peace ; With His Im- 
perial Majeſties anſwer. To which is ſabjoyned the Reſo- 
lutions of the Confederates in the preſent Cenjuniure. 
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Done out of French. 
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OST Beloved Son in Jeſus Chriſt; We great you with Health 2nd our 
Apoſtolical Benediction, When from this ſublime polt, exaltcd almoſt ta 
Heaven, in which, as unworthy as we were of it, we arc placed, We caſt 
our eyes upon ſo many faithtul People that are commutted ro Our Paſtor; 
care; We are almoſt ready to expire with the exceſſive Grief and Melancholy we are 
affected with, at the view of all thole greatcalamities, to Which they are expolcd by this 
cruel War, which at preſent attlicts almoſt all Chriſtendom. And therefore being 
deeply concerned at the great and piercing clamours of ſo many Perſons thereby expoſed 
to Deſtruction ; And being fo very well atlured of your Majeſties pious inclinations,and 
of the great defire you have, to promote the advantage of the Chriſtian Commonwealth, 
We have reſolved to employ with your Majeſty, the ſame Prayer we continually without . 
ceaſing addreſs to the Fathers of Mercies, That it would pleaſe him to diſſtpate thoſe 
dreadful Storms from whence (o many Evils proceed, and to make them give place to 
8 ſucceeding Calm of Peace ſo much deſired. 

We hope,that taking into your Conſideration, the greatneſs of our Sorrow,and having 
a careful regard to the Miſeries of ſo many poor People, and the dying groansof thoſe 
that are daily {lain in the War, you will be the more confirmed in the Inclination you 
bave for Peace, and that you'l Jabour to augment it. And certainly when you ſhall have 
made a ſerious Refletion upon the ungovernable Licenciouſneſs of Soldiers, and upon 
the contempt that fort of Men have for Sacred things, and upon the loſs of fo many 
Souls as we have juſt occaſion ro fear, Conſiderations: which wound us to the heart 
with grief, We cannot doubt ; but ſuffring your ſelf to be ſwayed by the motion of your 
natural Piety, you will readily form a Deſign for the procuring the repoſe of ſo many 
ruined People, the Reeſtabliſhment of God's Service, and the Salvation of Souls : 
Moſt ſure it is yourtan in no juſter or fitter manner acknowledge thoſe benefits, which 
the Authour of all Good has ſo abundantly beſtowed upon Your Majelſties Sacred 
Perſon, than by reeſtabliſhing the Heritage which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt letc by his 
Teſtament, to his Church, before he aſcended into Heaven. 

Wherefore employ your whole endeavours as far as in you lies, Moſt Beloved Son in 
Jeſus Chriſt, rowards the eaſing of the Chriſtian Commonwealth from thoſe mileries 
with which it 15 now afflicted; And m—_—_ for your aim, the Glory which they ſhall 
receive; who by procuring the Peace of that Commonwealth, ſhall benefit it with an 
unexpreſſible felicuty, and the Applauſes of the People thereby Refetled, who will 
never ceaſe to proclaim the jult praiſes of the Authours of their tranquility. 

As for Us, \Ve will pur in practice all that we can think of ro facilitate to Your 
MJzjeſty, and TO all ihe reſt of the Chriſtian Princes, the mcans of PULLS IN EXCCULION 
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In this Expeftation , We moſt heartily give you our Apoſtolical BenediQion, as an 
affured earneſt of our good will. Given at Rome, at the Church of St. Marie Major, 


undcr the Seal of the Fiſher, the 8 of Decemb. 1691. and in the firft year of our Pon- 
MARIUS SPINOLA. 


i The Emperours Anſwer to tre 
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Nes Letter dated the 87 £ of lait Month, has ſuiticien rmed vs of the cruel di- 
YOu are aFcfed with, at the v1 oy ot th« ole many Ev: - which the Chrittian Pcople 3s 

ed with by the War ſent cokindled almott every where,and of your Holincfies cafe 
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moderate _ ial the animoſitics raging between the ſeveral | rritated Pr: 294 and to diſpute them 


to Peace and Concord, And indeed the calamitics which the Chrittan- Commonwealth ſuffers .by this 
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War fo unjulily enterpriſcd, tog:ther with thoſe it is farther Many with - thereby, no Iefs affiict Ug 
than they do your Holinels, 

But our \ comfort. 15, That God and our Conſcience bear .Us itn: {s,' that the f:vlt cannot be im- 
putcd ro Us, tince vi e rook not up Arms, but when there was a neceſſity ſo ro do, for the Detence of 
the Empire, and ot the People comraitted to our Protectic on, again{t thole who attacked them. The 
mo! inward t! toughts of our Heart are ſo well known to your Holin ets, by the long acquaintance and 


converſc you have had form 1crly with Us, That you will. caſily believe, there could happen nething 


more difplealing ro Us, than to fee the Love We 'nat urally are byaſled with for the Pcacc, and tran- 
euvility of the Publick,” to be contin ually Q; {obliged, and forci! "y tufncd towards the contrary extrem, 
by freſh injurics daily perpetrated againſt Us, and above all things, by the Ambtion and Malicious 
wt * France, : | 

the Reſpect wiich is univerſally grantcd to be due to the Publick Faith, and to Solemn'Treaties, 
_ not hitherto been of any force to bridle that Crown from violating them as often as they have 
been Sworn to - And to paſs under filence ſeveral other things, the Chriſtian World with ſighs beholds, 
and poſterity with horrour will hear related, that jit has been poilible for a King molt Chrittian,. to fix 
npon a reſolution to ſtop the Rapid Courle of our Victories over the Intidels, to break thoſe Bands of 
Amity We had but a little before renewed with him, and to make a freſh War upon Us, juſt at the 
momc<nt when tru! ting in the Faith of thoſe Treaties fo lately made with him, We lived in all manner 
ot lecurity, and to fill all Places with Murthers, Rapines, and Burnings, betore he was pleaſed to inform 
Us for what Reaſon he Renewed the War, and what juſt pretence We had given him- for it. Certainly 
it muſt needs have been done upon this principle, That it was much more eligible ro trample under 
fot all things bo h Divine. and Humane, than tor France to have loſt the oppornity to-extend her 
Limits to he: Rhine-ward, and tov leave to Us and the rett of Chri itendom, the leiſure neceſlary {UC - 
cec{sfully to finiſh the War with the Turks, and to ſccure our Frontiers on that lide, 

And therefore the A Augult Dignity” with wh:ch We are inveſted, obliged Us to make the beſt Alliances 
We could, to defend our ſelves and People againſt the Arms of rhe moſt Chriſtian King, and at the 
fame time againlt the Enemies of the Chriſtian d iame, Who by a ſhameful union Act in conſort a- 
zainſt Us, *Tis true the principal Condition of the Alliance by which we are engaged to our Confede- 
rates, is, That We ſhall not have power te heark "1 to any ſeparat e170 ny of Peace, without: firſt cons 
= of it conjointly with them, but as we can very well an [wer to r them, that thcy no leſs delire 

than We, to ſee Peace Reeftabliſhed in the AY World, by rhe Rein forcement of the Articlzs of 
Pacification concluded at the Pyrenean and Weſtp ge 7 Treatics which have Vere violated by France, 
It wil be neceſlary above all things, tor your Holinels to employ all your beit 0 id that with the 
vwtmoZ!t cfhcacy you can, to induce the Kmg ot France to rettore things to fs State r cans by the Artis 
«cs of thoſe two Treaties, as he himſcif teftifies to be inclin'd to do. 

It TONER lineſs can obtain from that Prince a thing fo juſt, We will not be wanting. on ovr fide, 

Ou! Ars enccavours, that the Pious Intentions of your Hulincſs for the good of Chriſtendom, 
* of your Paternai care and good _ for the advancement of Peace, which are to.Us molt 
ot LDic, way be mbraced |! oY our Allies, and prouu Cc their echreoed cifeft r | | Fo ROI, 
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Whom We pray God 
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The Reſolution taken by the Confoderate Princes, and other Allied 

| Powers, in Relation to France. 

AVING Reſolv'd to make this Year, a Dcſcent into France, that by fo attac- 

king Our Common Enemy where Our eftorts may be moſt ſenſibly felt, We may 
the more ealily Reduce bim to Reaſon : In order thereunto, We firſt, all Sulemnly 
Swear, and Proteſt betore God, "That We. will make no Peace with Lews the Four- 
tecenth, [nc 
5H Oy da, 447 - - F 
phalian Treat bce! 72ce, and upon thoſe other agrements 
which We have hercunto Subjoyned,, which tho? they be partly the Fundamental 
R:ightso! rhe Frenc! Nation, and partly privilege ; confirm'd by the moſt ſolemn E- 
dicts, liave been with no lefs violence and injuſtice infring'd, 


Till the General Eſtates of the Kingdom be reſtored to their Ancient Liberties, Power, 
and Share in the Legill tive and ſuprem Power ; and till. both the Clergy, Nobility, 
and I'nird ['ftate be Ruinſtated in all their former Legal priviledges ; And «ill there be 
good provition made, that all Rings of France in time.to come, thall beobliged to con= 
yoke the faid Eſtates, when ti.-y (hall need mony for any Publick concerns, and ſhall 
have no power, in any :.anner, ornpon any pretence whatloever, to raiſe any Taxes, 
o any fort of Impolts without their Conſent. 

I. 

Till the ſeveral Courts of Parliament in the Kingdom be reinſtated into that ſufficient 
and Legal atchorny with which they were primarily inveſted, That fo withcut being 
awed by any check trom an arburary Power, or being obſtructed by the corruptions 
ordinarily ariling {r0M1 STefoln's and i: gal Promotions to thoſe high Poſts of Judicature, 
they may be both able, an well inchned to do jultice indiflerently to all Parties, 
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Till all the Cities of the Kingdom be rettored to their old Charters and Priviledges; 
and ro the Revenues atligned tor their ſupport and the Publick good of their ſeveral 
tions which have been fo Inhumanly, and unjuſtly Raviſh:d from Them, 
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Till all thoſe Swarms of Caterpillers of Monopoliſts, perniciousPublicans, and Far- 
zers of the Royal Reveniies, and other opprefled undertakers be Removed, and all the 
illegal and new invented Charges and Iaxes be taken off, as in particular, the Irregu- 
lar L,9dging and Quartering both ot Courtiers and Soivicr?, the exattions for Winter- 
cuarters, the {ilaries of Governors, and Multitude of Sham Debts and private bulincflics 
of the Crown, unneceſlarily ana without authority charged vpon parucular Perſons, 
"Fownzs, or Titties, and which enter not into the State or Accounts of the publick Re» 
+3 upon Wane, Cider, and other Liquors, the Gazehe 
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venue; of Extraodimnary exct! 
upon Corn,. 214 Flour, upon } Ci 
pled 3tnpotts upon the \\ 1ATK3 Of Veper, Mong, 204d all Urtcnliiz, or Movyaliics made of 
Mctal, up3n Hats, Sulk-ftocking?, VM oois and. Wollen ManufaFrrs, Shoes, Slipers, 
Woogen Shocz, all forts of Linen, ang Perriwigs; asallo upon I ovicco, Coltce, Ven, 
| all MManttac! Or Sik and UPOon all the Eftates og Goods of 
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of the Injurious, and Arbetrary Nao of Wages, Raiſing or L— the 
value, and debaſing the purity of Mony and Coin, and unjuſt Reunion to the Crown 
Lands, and poſleiſions long enjoyed by great and deſerving Families, upon Diſporical 
pretences, and beſides an infinite many other new and unheard of exaCtions; of the 
ſtrange impoſitions upon Marriages, Chriltnings, Buryings, and Baſtards, ec. and to 
conclude all in a Word : Till the Revenues of the Crown be Fixed, and Reduced with- 
in ſuch certain and moderate Bounds as ſhall ſeem moſt Requiſite to the wiſdom of the 
General Eſtates when Conven'd ; and good proviſion be made that no ſucceeding French 
Monarchs ſhall ever pals thoſe bounds, ; 

Till he has Rendred to all the Proteſtants of his Kingdoms the Eſtates, Effects, and 
Liberties they were ſeiſed of by vertue of the Edit of Nants, and all other priviledges 
they injoyed thereby according to the true meaning, and to the full extent of the ſaid 
Edit : And till for their future ſecurity both in their Civil, and Religious Rights and 
Capacities, according tothe meaning of the ſaid Edict, the ſaid French King ſhall have 
deliver'd ſome ſufficient cautionary Towns to be held and fortified by thoſe Proteſt- 
ant Allies that ſhall be made Guardians, or Conſervatours of the Treaty to be agreed 
upon VI. 

FA Laſtly We Declare, as in the fight of God, That in theſe our juſt attempts, 
We are not aftuated by any hatred or animoſity againſt the French Nation, nor by any 
ambitious deſigns ro Conquer or Sciſe on any of the Antient and Lawful Dominions of 
France, or to diſmember that Moarchy of any of the Provinces juſtly belonging to it, 
butthat Our ultimate aim is only to repreſs that exorbitant Power whereby that Crown 
has been inabled hitherto to oppreſs its own Subjects, and "Threaten the Liberty of all 
Europe beſides ; And that We advance towards the Fronteers of France, with as hearty 
2n intention to Rright the Wrongs of its Subjects, as thoſe of Our own people, eſtee- 
ming the reeftabliſhment of their juſt and ancient Liberties, tro be the beſt Bulwark of 
Our own, againſt Our and their Common Oppreſlour ; And that therefore z We doe 
friendly and heartily invite them to come 1n to Us, and to joyn their Arms and other afſi- 
ſtance with Us, towards their Deliverance, aſſuring them We will treat them as Our beſt 
friends, and will take care to preſerve their Perſons, Towns, Lands, and all that ſhall 
concern them as if they were our own; Burt at the ſame time We have thought fit alſo ta 
Declare to all that ſhall not comply with Our invitations, and atliſtances intended for 
their Common good, That We ſhall Diftinguiſh them tor Enemies of their Country, and 
of all ſort of Chriſtianity,andHumanity,and as Barbarous wretches that have abetted,and 
approv'd all the perſecutions, Burnings, Deſolations, and other vyexations which have 
been committed by thoſe of their Nation both within and without France,and ſhall make 
them feel without mercy thoſe pains which their inhumane Countrey-men have made fo 
many thouſands of miſerable people ſufter. 

And We have thought fir ro make Publick this our Declaration, that all the World 
might know the f1ncerity of our Reſolutions, and particularly thoſe of the French Na- 
ton, Which groan under the intolerable oppreition of the preſent Government there,and 
Who with the loſs of their Liberty, have redoubl'd their delires of Recovering it again, 
that they may beinform'd ro whom,and with what contdence and aſſurance, they may 
apply themſelves, in this great opportunity ofter'd them by the Juſt and Almighty God, 
to Regain their ancient freedom and priviledges which have been ſo iong, and fo cruel 
ly exturted and detained from them, FINTS. 

LONDON, Primated by H, Hills, in Black: Fryers. 


